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Colorado Winning the Global Economic Race

Putting Colorado and the United States on a path toward long-term prosperity will require us to drive innovation and economic
development, address our mounting debt, and restore sensible governmental policy and responsiveness. Historically, innovation —
creating a new market, a new product, or a new way of doing business — has helped us lead the competition in the global
marketplace. This is especially true in Colorado.

We can place America — and Colorado — on a path toward long-term growth and prosperity by addressing three key issues — job
creation, fiscal discipline and government reform.

JoBS THROUGH INNOVATION
We all know that government does not create jobs — the private sector does. But government can help create the right
conditions for job growth with strategic investments and by encouraging entrepreneurial activity.

Grow Colorado Industries — Colorado is a national leader in a number of sectors: aerospace, bioscience, clean technology, defense
and information technology, to name a few. We must open up new foreign markets for Colorado companies while ensuring that
other nations play by the rules when it comes to trade and investment. We also must create policies that encourage businesses to
turn ideas into products, including public/private regional innovation partnerships, a national Renewable Electricity Standard, and a
modernized patent system.

Enact Meaningful Tax Reform — Many provisions in the tax code discourage American innovation and job growth, and its complexity
is a barrier to an efficient economy. We should simplify the tax code — lowering rates, eliminating obsolete provisions, and updating
others for the 21 century — to not only streamline the tax structure, but create a more business-friendly environment to spur
innovation and ensure America remains globally competitive.

Educate and Train the Next Generation Workforce — A well-educated workforce with the skills necessary to innovate and lead will
be the foundation for American success in the future. It's time to re-assert our global competitive advantage in education,
particularly in the fields of science, technology, engineering and math, and retrain American workers — especially underserved
populations — for 21% century jobs.

FISCAL DISCIPLINE
We have a moral obligation to free our children from the massive budget deficit and crippling debt we have
accumulated, and Congress needs to send a message to financial markets that the U.S. is serious about reducing its
debt.

Rein in Out-of-Control Spending — | have long supported pay-as-you-go budgeting and the line-item veto. | have also called for an
end to earmarks — a small but important step toward cutting spending and refocusing Congress on effective oversight. The
President’s bipartisan fiscal commission recommendations are a good starting place for a plan to reduce the debt. This plan
deserves an up-or-down vote in Congress.

Balanced Budget Amendment — | am sponsoring a bipartisan balanced budget amendment to the U.S. Constitution. This
amendment would require that Congress not spend more than it takes in, with only limited exceptions.

GOVERNMENT REFORM
To make the right investments while paying down our debt, we must overcome unhelpful arguments about bigger
government or smaller government — what we need is smarter government. If American families are to reach their full
potential, their government needs to be more functional and more responsive.

Restore Function to the U.S. Senate — Partisanship and gridlock are at record levels in Washington, D.C. | am leading the push for
civility in Congress and have successfully fought for rules changes to improve the effectiveness of the Senate — which will increase
transparency and encourage Republicans and Democrats to work together.

Improve and Streamline Government — While it is important that government protect the public interest, it must also know when to
get out of the way and support entrepreneurship and private-sector investment at every turn. That means making the right
investments while eliminating barriers to growth and rescinding duplicative and wasteful programs and regulations. We need a
renewed focus on oversight to improve our government — ensuring that we get the most out of every tax dollar spent and making
sure that federal grant programs work for Coloradans.



